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IL Route 47 from US 14 to Charles Road 

 Preliminary Engineering and Environmental (Phase I) Study 

Public Meeting #3 Summary 

Public Meeting #3 Summary  
 
The third public meeting for the IL Route 47 from US 14 to Charles Road Preliminary Engineering and 
Environmental (Phase I) Study was held on Wednesday, July 9, 2014 at the Challenger Learning Center, 
222 Church Street, Woodstock, IL from 4 – 7 PM. The public meeting was conducted in an open house 
format. 
 

There were two rooms available for the public to view project materials, one room displayed a continuous 
audio-visual presentation that included information regarding the project overview, a review of the 
Purpose and Need, alternatives being considered, request for feedback on intersection alternatives and 
access management, and the next steps of the project.  The second room contained exhibit boards and 
roll plot maps, and attendees had the opportunity to speak with representatives from IDOT and the 
Project Study team. The meeting was attended by 75 people and 27 comments were received within the 
comment period, which ended on July 23, 2014. 

Identification of Stakeholders 
 

Per IDOT’s Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) procedures, a stakeholder is anyone who could be affected 
by the project and has a stake in its outcome. Stakeholders are identified as all residents of the study area 
and interested parties that help IDOT understand the needs for, and concerns about, the transportation 
system. IDOT can take this input, along with all of its other work and analysis, and use it to make planning 
and design decisions.  

The identification of stakeholders was done through a combination of desktop searches and input from 
local community leaders. Stakeholders were categorized by specific area of interest such as regional 
planning, transit and transportation agencies, Chambers of Commerce, business/economic development, 
civic and activist groups, county, municipal and elected officials, legislators, libraries, media, school and 
park districts, property owners, public safety and utility agencies providers.  

New stakeholders will be added to the initial stakeholder list throughout the project. All stakeholders 
expressing interest in the project will continue to be added to the project mailing list and will be able to 
participate in the process through various public outreach opportunities. 
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Public Involvement Efforts 

Display Ad:  
Below is the display ad notifying the public of the Wednesday, July 9, 2014 Public Meeting. The ad 
included the purpose of the meeting, a description of the meeting layout, and contact information. 
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The display ad ran in the following newspapers.  

Publication  Type Run Date(s) 

Daily Herald  Daily 
 
Wednesday, June 25, 2014 
Wednesday, July 2, 2014 

The Northwest Herald  Daily 
 
Wednesday, June 25, 2014 
Wednesday, July 2, 2014 

The Woodstock Independent  Daily 
 
Wednesday, June 25, 2014 
Wednesday, July 2, 2014 

 

Newsletter: 
A four-page newsletter which also served as the public meeting invitation was produced and mailed to 
650 stakeholders two (2) weeks prior to the public meeting. The newsletter provided an update on the 
project as well as provided information on the date, time, location and format of the third public meeting.  
Copies of the newsletter were also made available at the meeting and on the project website for anyone 
who did not receive a copy beforehand.  The following article topics were included: 

 Issues and Concerns 

 Preferred On-Alignment Alternatives 

 Information about the CAG 

 Project Benefits 

 Alternative Evaluation Criteria 

 Benefits of a Barrier Curb Median 

 What is a modern roundabout? 

 Next Steps 

 Public Meeting information 
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Press Release: 
A press release announcing the public meeting was distributed through IDOT’s Office of Communication, 
the press release was also posted on the project website. 
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E-blast Invitation: 
In addition to the advertisements, press release, and newsletter mailing, the third public meeting was 
announced to stakeholders on June 25, 2014 via electronic invitations to those stakeholders that 
provided email addresses. Reminder invitations were also sent before the meeting was held.  
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3rd Party Outreach: 
Third party outreach included the following efforts by the city of Woodstock; the newsletter was 
displayed on the city’s website, the public meeting was announced on social media pages, and a 
mention of the meeting was included in the weekly e-news article.  

Attendance   
 
The following officials were in attendance: 
-City of Woodstock: Dr. Brian Sager, Roscoe Stelford, Cort Carlson, Paul Rusko, Alan Wilson, Joseph 

Napolitano, RB Thompson 

-McHenry County: Tina Hill, Anna May Miller, Joseph Gottemoller, Mary McCann, Paula Yensen 

-Dorr Township: Bob Pierce, Christian Cantwell 

 

Additional agencies/organizations represented: 

-US Environmental Protection Agency: Bob O’Brien 

-McHenry County Department of Transportation: Wally Dittrich, Jeff Young 

-McHenry County Conservation District: Amy Peters  

-Metra: Rick Mack 

 

Businesses represented: 

-Lane Construction 

-Blue Ribbon Millwork 

-A Hartlett & Son 

-Goodyear Auto Tech Centers 

-First Presbyterian Church of Woodstock 

-Auto Tech 

-Plote Construction 

-Zachari Enterprises 

 

Media outlets represented: 

-The Woodstock Independent  
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Comments 
The project comment period was open from July 9, 2014 to July 23, 2014. Within this period the project 
received 27 comments as well as 21 roll plot comments. The topics include the following: 
 
Common Comment themes include: 
 

 Pedestrian accommodations  

 Support of Roundabouts  

 Access management 

 Expansion of roadway  

 Delivery/truck management 

 Drainage 

 PACE coordination  

 Effect on business  

 Alternative route simulation  

 Roundabout safety  

 Funding  

 Need for different/additional roundabout locations  

 Barrier curb median  

 Signalized intersection design concepts  

 Directional change of Greenwood Ave.  

 Land acquisition  

 Right-of-way  

 Road closures  

 CAG Interest 
 
 
 
 
 

 


